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1
HAIR MODIFICATION USING CONVERGING
LIGHT

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application is related to, claims the earliest
available effective filing date(s) from (e.g., claims earliest
available priority dates for other than provisional patent
applications; claims benefits under 35 USC §119(e) for pro-
visional patent applications), and incorporates by reference in
its entirety all subject matter of the following listed applica-
tion(s) (the “Related Applications™) to the extent such subject
matter is not inconsistent herewith; the present application
also claims the earliest available effective filing date(s) from,
and also incorporates by reference in its entirety all subject
matter of any and all parent, grandparent, great-grandparent,
etc. applications of the Related Application(s) to the extent
such subject matter is not inconsistent herewith. The United
States Patent Office (USPTO) has published a notice to the
effect that the USPTO’s computer programs require that
patent applicants reference both a serial number and indicate
whether an application is a continuation or continuation in
part. The present applicant entity has provided below a spe-
cific reference to the application(s) from which priority is
being claimed as recited by statute. Applicant entity under-
stands that the statute is unambiguous in its specific reference
language and does not require either a serial number or any
characterization such as “continuation” or “continuation-in-
part.” Notwithstanding the foregoing, applicant entity under-
stands that the USPTO’s computer programs have certain
data entry requirements, and hence applicant entity is desig-
nating the present application as a continuation in part of its
parent applications, but expressly points out that such desig-
nations are not to be construed in any way as any type of
commentary and/or admission as to whether or not the
present application contains any new matter in addition to the
matter of its parent application(s).

1. United States patent application entitled METHOD
AND SYSTEM FOR TEMPORARY HAIR
REMOVAL, naming Bran Ferren, Muriel Y. Ishikawa,
Edward K. Y. Jung, Nathan P. Myhrvold, Clarence T.
Tegreene and Lowell L. Wood, Jr. as inventors, filed Mar.
4,2005, U.S. Ser. No. 11/073,361.

2. United States patent application entitled HAIR TREAT-
MENT SYSTEM, naming Bran Ferren, Muriel Y. Ish-
ikawa, Edward K. Y. Jung, Nathan P. Myhrvold, Clar-
ence T. Tegreene and Lowell L. Wood, Jr. as inventors,
filed Mar. 4, 2005, U.S. Ser. No. 11/072,698.

3. United States patent application entitled HAIR
REMOVAL SYSTEM WITH LIGHT SOURCE
ARRAY, naming Bran Ferren, Muriel Y. Ishikawa,
Edward K. Y. Jung, Nathan P. Myhrvold, Clarence T.
Tegreene and Lowell L. Wood, Jr. as inventors, filed Mar.
4,2005, U.S. Ser. No. 11/072,007.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present application relates, in general, to the field of
hair treatment devices and methods, and more particularly to
depilation devices and methods.

SUMMARY

Embodiments of methods and systems for removal or
modification of hair using electromagnetic energy are
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2

described. Features of various embodiments will be apparent
from the following detailed description and associated draw-
ings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

Features of the invention are set forth in the appended
claims. The exemplary embodiments may best be understood
by making reference to the following description taken in
conjunction with the accompanying drawings. In the figures,
like referenced numerals identify like elements.

FIG. 1 depicts the use of an exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an embodiment of a depilation
device;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a further embodiment of a
depilation device;

FIG. 4 is a flow diagram of an exemplary depilation
method;

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of an embodiment of a depilation
device including motion sensing;

FIG. 6 illustrates an embodiment including a base unit and
a handset;

FIG. 7A illustrates an optical proximity sensor;

FIG. 7B illustrates a mechanical proximity sensor;

FIG. 7C illustrates an electromechanical proximity sensor;

FIGS. 8A and 8B illustrate mechanical-—optical motion
sensor;

FIGS. 9A and 9B illustrate mechanical-—electrical motion
sensor;

FIG. 10 illustrates an optical motion sensor;

FIG. 11 is a flow diagram depicting an embodiment of a
method including motion sensing;

FIG. 12 depicts an exemplary device including image
detection;

FIG. 13 depicts an exemplary device including a secondary
light source;

FIG. 14 is a flow diagram for a method including detection
of a hair shatt;

FIG. 15A depicts an exemplary device including a laser bar
and lens bar;

FIG. 15B is a block diagram of the device of FIG. 15A;

FIG. 16 illustrates a further exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 17 depicts the external features of an embodiment as
depicted in FIG. 16;

FIG. 18 is a flow diagram of a method including detection
of skin condition;

FIG. 19 is a block diagram of an embodiment including
light sources focused at different distances from the skin
surface;

FIG. 20 illustrates an embodiment of a device having a
plurality of light sources, each located within a mounting
region; and

FIG. 21 illustrates an embodiment using overlapping
beams.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In the following detailed description, reference is made to
the accompanying drawings, which form a part hereof. The
detailed description and the drawings illustrate specific exem-
plary embodiments by which the invention may be practiced.
These embodiments are described in sufficient detail to
enable those skilled in the art to practice the invention. It is
understood that other embodiments may be utilized, and other
changes may be made, without departing from the spirit or
scope of the present invention. The following detailed
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description is therefore not to be taken in a limiting sense, and
the scope of the present invention is defined by the appended
claims.

Throughout the specification and claims, the following
terms take the meanings explicitly associated herein unless
the context dictates otherwise. The meaning of “a”, “an”, and
“the” include plural references. The meaning of “in” includes
“in” and “on.” A reference to the singular includes a reference
to the plural unless otherwise stated or inconsistent with the
disclosure herein.

FIG. 1 illustrates the use of an exemplary embodiment of a
depilation device 100. Device 100 of FIG. 1 includes a hous-
ing 102 which is of a size and shape suitable for being held in
the hand 104 of a user. Certain components of the device 100
are housed within the housing 102. The device 100 includes
an active surface 106 which is placed against a skin surface
108 on which are hairs 110 that are to be shaved or trimmed.

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of a depilation device 100 of
the type illustrated in FIG. 1. Depilation device 100 includes
housing 102 and active surface 106. Located within housing
102 are a proximity sensor 112, control circuitry 114, light
source 116, and a high numerical aperture lens 118. Proxim-
ity sensor 112 detects proximity of active surface 106 to the
skin surface 108 and transmits proximity sense signal 113 to
control circuitry 114. High numerical aperture lens 118 modi-
fies a beam of light from light source 116 to form a beam
which converges to a narrow beam waist 120 and subse-
quently diverges.

Inuse, depilation device 100 is positioned over skin surface
108 with active surface 106 adjacent skin surface 108. When
the active surface 106 of depilation device 100 is positioned at
adistance d, from skin surface 108, beam waist 120 is located
at a distance d, from skin surface 108. At this distance, a hair
110 located in the beam may be severed at beam waist 120,
while the beam will have diverged before reaching the skin
surface to reduce the possibility of damage or irritation of the
skin. For this and other embodiments, the position at which
the hair shaft is severed may be selected to produce a desired
effect; e.g., for a “close shave”, as may be desired for hair on
the face, legs, etc., d, may be in the range of a few microns,
dimensions on the order of one or a few hair diameters, or
other appropriate ranges as may for example trim the hair
substantially at the skin surface without being close enough to
irritate or damage the skin. Hair may be trimmed further from
or closer to the skin surface, as desired, by modifying d,, and
such configurations are also considered to fall within the
scope of the invention.

In addition to modifying the distance between active sur-
face 106 and skin surface 108, in some embodiments the
position of beam waist 120 may be adjusted with respect to
skin surface 108, at least within a limited range, by adjusting
the position of one or both of light source 116 and lens 118
with respect to active surface 106.

An embodiment of a depilation method may include
detecting proximity of a depilation device to a skin surface,
responsive to detecting proximity of the depilation device to
skin surface delivering a beam of highly convergent light
from the depilation device to the skin surface, and delivering
the light for a duration and with an intensity sufficient to sever
at least one hair shaft. The beam of light may have a beam
waist positioned substantially at the base of at least one hair
shaft. Detecting proximity of the depilation device to the skin
surface may include determining that the depilation device is
within a predetermined distance range of the skin surface.
The depilation device may include a light source, which in
some embodiments may be enclosed within the depilation
device. Alternatively, the light source may be located remote
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from the depilation device, with the depilation device receiv-
ing light from the remote light source via an optical coupling.
In most embodiments the duration and the intensity of the
light at the skin surface will be controlled so that they are
insufficient to cause skin damage or irritation. The light may
be delivered as a single pulse or a series of pulses. Pulse
duration may be selected based upon one or more parameters
of a hair shaft on which it is focused, e.g. light absorption
spectrum, shaft dimension, etc. The device may be operable
within a range of distances of the skin surface. Proximity or
position sensing may be used to detect that the device is
within the specified distance range, and permitting the device
to be activated manually by the user (e.g. with a switch) when
it is within the specified distance range.

In some embodiments, the depilation device may include a
light source, a lens, a proximity sensor, and control circuitry.
The light source may be capable of producing light of a
wavelength band absorbed by hair. The lens may be posi-
tioned to receive light from the light source and configured to
form a highly convergent beam having a narrow spatially
limited beam waist from the received light. The proximity
sensor may be capable of detecting proximity of the light
source to a skin surface and generating a proximity sense
signal indicative of the proximity. The control circuitry is
configured to gate the light in response to the proximity sense
signal. The detected proximity may correspond to a selected
distance range of the light source from the skin surface.

In certain embodiments the beam of light may have an
angle of convergence of between about 30 and about 80
degrees relative to the axis of the beam. In other embodi-
ments, angles of convergence of between about 40 and about
60 degrees may be used. In still other embodiments, angles of
convergence between about 45 and about 55 degrees relative
to the axis of the beam may be used. Delivering a beam of
highly convergent light may include the step of focusing a
beam of light. It may also include forming a short narrow
beam waist. The term short beam waist, as used herein,
includes beam waists in the range of about 1 pm to about 100
um, and more specifically, in the range of about 5 um to about
30 um. The diameter of the beam at the skin surface may be
between about two and about ten times the diameter of the
beam at the beam waist. In some embodiments, the diameter
of'the beam at the skin surface may be between about two and
three times the diameter of the beam waist. The intensity of
the beam oflight at the skin surface may be between about one
fourth and about one ninth the intensity of the beam at the
beam waist. In other embodiments the intensity of the beam at
the skin surface may between about one fourth and one hun-
dredth of the intensity of the beam at the beam waist. The
duration and intensity of the light may be sufficient to cause
absorption of light by the hair shaft, at the beam waist, of
between about 50 and about 200 joules per gram. In other
embodiments the duration and intensity of the light may be
sufficient to cause absorption of between about 50 and about
100 joules per gram of energy from the light by the hair shaft
at the beam waist. In most cases the absorption of light by the
hair shaft will preferably be sufficient to cause mechanical
damage or disruption of the hair shaft, while the light absorp-
tion at the skin surface will preferably be in a range that does
not cause irritation or damage to the skin. In some embodi-
ments, the duration and intensity of the light may be sufficient
to cause absorption of between about 20 and about 40 joules
per gram of energy from the light by the skin surface. In still
other embodiments the duration and intensity of the light may
be sufficient to cause absorption of between about 10 and
about 80 joules per gram of energy from the light by the skin
surface. The light fluence at the beam waist may be between
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about 4 and about 100 times the light fluence at the skin
surface, or, in some embodiments, the light fluence at the
beam waist is between about four and about nine times the
light fluence at the skin surface. Light fluence levels below the
level that causes mechanical damage or severing of the hair
shaft may produce bleaching of the hair shaft.

In some embodiments, the beam waist may be positioned
between about 1 and about 3 hair diameters above the skin
surface. In other embodiments, the beam waist diameter may
be between about 1 and about 3 hair diameters. In some
embodiments, the beam waist may be positioned between
about 40 um and about 300 pm above the skin surface. In most
embodiments, the beam waist diameter may be between
about 17 um and about 600 um; in some embodiments, the
beam waist diameter may be between about 30 um and about
300 um, while in some embodiments it may be between about
50 um and about 100 pm.

As described previously, the lens may be a high numerical
aperture lens. The lens may have a numerical aperture of
between about 0.5 and about 0.98. In certain embodiments,
the lens may have a numerical aperture of between about 0.64
and about 0.87. In some embodiments, the lens may have a
numerical aperture of between about 0.71 and 0.83. In some
embodiments, the lens may have an f-number of between
about 1.2 and about 11.3. In some embodiments, the lens may
have an f-number of between about 1.68 and about 3.46, and
in some embodiments, the lens may have an f-number of
between about 2 and about 2.86.

Beam performance can be modified, e.g., to obtain a larger
angle of optical convergence, by disposing a medium 132
with an index of refraction different than that of air between
skin surface 108 and active surface 106 of depilation device
100, as depicted in FIG. 3. Medium 132 may be, for example,
oil, glycerin, alcohol, or various other substances that are
substantially transparent to the frequency of optical radiation
being employed. Medium 132 may be a liquid, gel, or gas. In
further alternative embodiments, medium 132 may act in
various other ways to modulate the effect of light from light
source 116. Medium 132 may include light activated chemi-
cals such as a bleaching agent, colorant, dye, conditioner, etc.,
and may cause light to have an effect on hair different from or
in addition to cutting or producing mechanical damage to
hair. Medium 132 may contain light absorbing or reflecting
materials, and in some embodiments may function to protect
the skin surface from damaging effects of light. Although in
FIG. 3 medium 132 fills substantially the entire space
between skin surface 108 and active surface 106, in other
embodiments the medium may fill only a portion of the space,
coating the skin surface or coating individual hair shafts.

FIG. 3 depicts an embodiment of the device depicted in
FIG. 2, in which photodetector 126 functions as a proximity
sensor. A system for treating skin according to one embodi-
ment may include a housing, at least one light source carried
by the housing and capable of producing light of a waveband
absorbed to a useful degree by hair, an optical system config-
ured to modify light from the light source to produce a highly
convergent beam having a beam waist, at least one photo
detector adapted to detect light from the skin structure, and a
controller responsive to detection of light by the photo detec-
tor. The photo detector is positioned in the housing relative to
the light source so that the photo detector is oriented to detect
light from the skin structure when the light source is posi-
tioned within a selected distance range of the skin structure.
The controller is configured to control delivery of light such
that the beam waist is positioned at a known position with
respect to the skin structure when the light source is within the
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selected distance range. The system may also include one or
more of a laser drive circuit, a power supply, and/or a second-
ary illumination source.

While the optical system is presented as including a high
numerical aperture lens, the optical system may include addi-
tional elements in some applications. In the single lens case or
other configurations, the optical system may have an output
numerical aperture of between about 0.5 and about 0.98. In
some embodiments, the numerical aperture of the optical
system may be between about 0.64 and about 0.87. In some
embodiments, the numerical aperture of the optical system
may be between the about 0.71 and about 0.82. The optical
system may have an f-number of between about 1.2 and about
11.3. In another embodiment the optical system may have an
f-number of between about 1.68 and about 3.46. In still
another embodiment, the optical system may have an f-num-
ber of between about 2 and about 2.86. As an example of
additional elements that may be appropriate in some configu-
rations, the optical system may include a beam expander
interposed between the light source and the high numerical
aperture lens. The optical system may include one or more
adjustable lenses or other adjustable optical elements, which
may be controlled by a controller, such as controller 130,
which sends control signals 117 to optical system 122. Opti-
cal system 122 may include one or more actuation mecha-
nisms for controlling positions or settings of optical elements,
including, but not limited to, adjustable lenses, By adjusting
the position, angle, or lens strength (zoom) of one or more
optical components, the position of the beam and beam waist
can be adjusted with respect to height (distance from the skin
surface) or X-Y position (i.e., position in a plane parallel to
the skin surface).

Such adjustments may take into account the distance of the
device 100 with respect to the skin surface, and optical system
components may be moved with respect to other portions of
device 100, to obtain correct positioning of the beam waist
relative to the skin surface.

Light reflected or emitted from skin surface 108 in
response to delivery of light to skin surface 108 from light
source 16 is detected by photo detector 126 when active
surface 106 of depilation device 100 is within a selected
distance range of skin surface 108. Proximity sense signal
113 is delivered to controller 130 in FIG. 3, which provides
comparable functionality to control circuitry 114 shown in
FIG. 2. Controller 130 may include at least one of analog
circuitry, digital circuitry, and a microprocessor. If proximity
sense signal 113 indicates that active surface 106 is within the
selected distance range of skin surface 108, control signal 115
is generated to control light source 116 to generate light.
Light from light source 116 is modulated by optical system
118 to generate beam 119 having beam waist 120 located at a
distance d, above skin surface 108.

The light source may be activatable to produce light only
when the depilation device is within the pre-determined dis-
tance range of the skin surface. Various mechanisms may be
used to gate either the production or delivery of light. Light
may be produced by the light source at other times as well, but
may be delivered to the skin surface only when the depilation
device is within the predetermined distance range of the skin
surface. This may be accomplished, for example, by blocking
delivery of light to the skin surface by a shuttering or beam-
interdiction mechanism when the depilation device is not
within the predetermined distance range of the skin surface.

In embodiments in which a close shave is desired, the
distance range between the active surface (or other landmark
on the depilation device) and the skin surface may be selected
to position the beam waist just above the skin surface.
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In the various embodiments, including but not limited to
those depicted and described herein, various light sources
may be used. In general, such light sources will be sources of
focusable optical power. Light sources may have wavelength
bands including one or more wavelengths absorbed by hair.
Specifically, in most embodiments, a light source with a free-
space wavelength or frequency band that is or includes one or
more wavelengths or frequencies absorbed significantly by
hair. Wavelengths or frequencies that are absorbed preferen-
tially by hair in comparison to skin may be used. Light
sources include, but are not limited to, lasers, laser diodes,
and light emitting diodes. The light source may be a near-
infrared source, such as a Nd (neodymium): YAG laser. Alter-
natively, the light source may be an IR laser. The light source
may be of a type that emits light having a free-space wave-
length between about 0.8 pm and about 1.7 pm. If multiple
light sources are used, they may include combinations of light
sources of different types.

FIG. 4 is a flow diagram depicting selected steps of opera-
tion of the embodiments of FIGS. 2 and 3. At step 152,
proximity of the depilation device to the skin surface is
detected. Ifthe device is not within a predetermined range, as
determined at step 154, process control returns to step 152,
and the proximity of the depilation device to the skin surface
is again detected. This step is repeated until the device is
within the predetermined range. If at step 154 the device is
found to be within the predetermined range, process control
moves to step 156, and light with a highly convergent beam
and a narrow beam waist focused at the base of a hair shaft is
delivered to a hair shaft that’s within optical range of the
device’s optical system. At step 158, delivery of light is con-
tinued for a time sufficient to sever the hair shaft.

Generating a convergent beam may include passing light
from the light source through a high numerical aperture lens.
In some cases, generating the convergent beam may include
defocusing light from a laser source prior to passing the light
through a high numerical aperture lens. In many applications,
it is preferred that the convergent beam have a duration and
intensity that is sufficient to cause mechanical failure of the
hair shaft at the beam waist, but insufficient to cause skin
damage or irritation of the skin surface.

In another embodiment, a method is provided for depilat-
ing the skin surface that includes positioning a laser source
activatable to produce a highly convergent beam substantially
adjacent the skin surface, determining the distance of the laser
source from the skin surface, and, if the determined distance
is within a specified range, activating the laser source to
generate the highly convergent beam for a duration and with
an intensity sufficient to cause mechanical failure of a hair
shaft growing from the skin surface. The method may include
the step of detecting the presence of a hair shaft on the skin
surface and activating the laser source to generate a highly
convergent beam with a narrow beam waist located at the base
of hair shaft.

FIG. 5 illustrates a further embodiment of depilation
device 100. Depilation device 100 includes proximity sensor
112, light source 116, high numerical aperture lens 118,
motion sensor 131, and control circuitry 114. These compo-
nents are housed within housing 102. Light from light source
116 is focused by high numerical aperture lens 118 to form a
beam which converges to a narrow beam waist 120, and
subsequently diverges. When active surface 106 of depilation
device 100 is positioned at a distance d, above skin surface
108, as detected by proximity sensor 112, beam waist 120 is
positioned at a distance d, above skin surface 108. Motion of
depilation device 100 across skin surface 108 is detected by
motion sensor 131.
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As illustrated in FIG. 6, the depilation device may include
a handset 164 and base unit 162. Handset 164 may include a
high numerical aperture lens and a proximity sensor, and have
an active surface 106. Base unit 162 may contain light source
116 and power source 330. Optical link 166 and power link
168 between base unit 162 and handset 164 may be config-
ured to transmit light from light source 116 and power from
power source 330 to handset 164. In some embodiments
control circuitry may be located in the handset. In some
embodiments control circuitry may be located in the base unit
and control signals transmitted to the handset by one of elec-
trical connection, an optical connection, or a wireless con-
nection. The control circuitry may include at least one of
analog circuitry, digital circuitry, and a microprocessor. The
control circuitry may be located in a base unit, and data
transmitted between the handset and the base unit by one of an
electrical connection, an optical connection, or a wireless
connection. Alternatively, control circuitry may be located in
the handset. Distribution of system components between base
unit 162 and handset 164 may be designed so that bulky
and/or heavy system components are located in base unit 162,
so that handset 164 is convenient to use.

FIGS. 7A-7C depict exemplary proximity sensors that may
be used in the practice of the invention. FIG. 7A depicts an
optical proximity sensor that includes light source 170 and
light detector 176. Light source 170 generates a beam 172,
which is reflected off of the skin surface. When the proximity
sensor is located at a distance d, from the skin surface (indi-
cated by reference number 108a), the reflected beam 174a
returns to active surface 106 at alocation between light source
170 and light detector 176, so reflected beam 174a is not
detected by light detector 176. When the proximity sensor is
located at a distance d, from the skin surface (indicated by
reference number 1085), the reflected beam 17454 returns to
active surface 106 at light detector 176, where it may be
detected. When the proximity sensor is located at a distance d,.
from the skin surface (indicated by reference number 108¢),
the reflected beam 174¢ returns to active surface 106 at a
location beyond light detector 176, where reflected beam
174¢ is not detected by light detector 176. By adjusting the
relative positions and orientations of light source 170 and
light detector 176, the distance between the skin surface and
proximity sensor at which reflected beam 174 is detected may
be selected. d,, the distance at which the reflected beam may
be detected, thus represents a preferred distance of the prox-
imity sensor from the skin surface.

In some embodiments, removing hair from the skin may
include positioning a hair removal device adjacent the skin
surface, detecting a distance of an active surface of the hair
removal device from the skin surface, detecting the presence
ofat least one hair shaft on the skin surface adjacent the active
surface, and if the active surface of the hair removal device is
within a specified distance range of the skin surface and at
least one hair shaft is detected, activating a laser source to
generate a convergent beam having a beam waist positioned
substantially coincident with a base of the hair shaft. In one
embodiment, detecting the distance of the hair removal
device from the skin surface includes detecting an optical
signal from the skin surface. The detected optical signal may
originate from the laser source and be reflected from the skin
surface, or the detected optical signal may be light originating
from a secondary light source reflected from the skin surface.
Moreover, detected light may not simply be reflected from the
skin surface, but may include light that has entered the skin
surface, and been diffused, diffracted, scattered or modified in
some other manner before exiting the skin surface and being
detected by the detector. In some cases the detected optical
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signal may not be light that is reflected from the skin surface,
but rather light that is emitted from the skin surface in
response to illumination by a secondary light source.

In the embodiment of FIG. 7A, the light detector may
simply include a single photodetector. Detection may be
based on one or both of light intensity and location. More
complex detection systems including multiple photodetec-
tors may also be used. In some embodiments, CCD or CMOS
image sensors may be used to detect an image of the spot
formed by the beam on the skin surface, and the detected spot
used as an indication of the distance of the device from the
skin surface, because the spot becomes smaller and more
intense as the beam waist approaches the skin surface.

Various configurations of light sources and sensors may be
devised; depending on configuration, the output of the sensor
may indicate various parameters, including distance of vari-
ous portions of the depilation device from the skin. Some
sensors may provide a distance measure, while others may
simply indicate whether or not the device is within a specified
distance or distance range of the skin. Distance or proximity
sensing is not limited to optical sensing. Detecting proximity
of the depilation device to the skin surface may before per-
formed with one or more of an optical sensor, a mechanical
sensor, an electromechanical sensor, an acoustic sensor, a
capacitive sensor, or various other distance or proximity mea-
suring devices and systems which are known or may be devel-
oped by those of skill in the art.

FIG. 7B illustrates a proximity sensor based on a rigid
probe 180 linked to a pressure transducer 182 by a spring 184.
The signal generated by the pressure transducer may vary as
a function of the distance between probe 180 and skin surface
108, between the distance at which probe 180 contacts skin
surface 108 and the distance at which spring 184 is fully
compressed. At either end of the selected distance range, the
sensor output will be substantially constant.

FIG. 7C illustrates a proximity sensor based on an inductor
coil 192 connected to leads 194 and 196, which may be
connected to additional electronic circuitry (not shown). Rod
190 is positioned within inductor coil 192, and as rod 190
contacts skin surface 108 and is pushed further into coil 192,
the impedance of coil 192 changes and can be detected elec-
trically to provide an indication of the distance to which the
rod penetrates the coil 192. While the exemplary embodiment
of FIG. 7C depicts an inductive proximity sensor, a variety of
other approaches to proximity sensors may be implemented
according to known techniques. For example, capacitive sen-
sors, MEMS based profilometers, and a variety of other tech-
nologies may be adapted to provide indications of proximity,
either digital or analog.

In some embodiments, movement of the depilation device
over the skin surface may be detected, and delivery of light
duration and intensity controlled taking into account the
speed of movement of the depilation device across the skin
surface. FIGS. 8A and 8B are side and end views, respec-
tively, of an exemplary optical-mechanical motion sensor.
Wheel 210 is mounted with respect to housing 208 by means
of'axle 212. Housing 208 may be the depilation device hous-
ing, or the housing of a motion sensor, which may be mounted
in or with respect to the depilation device. Wheel 210 may be
mounted at the active surface of the depilation device to detect
motion of the depilation device with respect to the skin sur-
face 108. In use, the active surface 106 of the depilation
device is positioned close enough to skin surface 108 that
wheel 210 contacts skin surface 108. The device may be
moved across skin surface 108 in the direction indicated by
the arrow in FIG. 8A while maintaining contact between
wheel 210 and skin surface 108. Wheel 210 then rotates about
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axle 212 at a rate dependent upon the rate of motion of the
depilation device across the skin surface.

Lines 218 (or other detectable indicia) marked on wheel
210 are illuminated by light source 214 and an optical signal
is detected from wheel 210 by photodetector 216. Line 218
may be formed of material that differs from other parts of the
wheel surface in light reflection, scattering, or absorption
properties, such that there is a detectable difference in the
optical signal as the line passes under the photodetector.

FIGS. 9A and 9B are side and end views, respectively, of an
electromechanical motion sensor. Wheel 227 is mounted with
respect to housing 226 by means of axle 228. Housing 226
may be the depilation device housing, or separate motion
sensor housing, which may be mounted in or with respect to
the depilation device. Wheel 227 may be mounted at the
active surface of the depilation device to detect motion of the
depilation device with respect to the skin surface 108. In use,
the active surface 106 of the depilation device may be posi-
tioned close enough to skin surface 108 that wheel 227 con-
tacts skin surface 108. The device may be rolled across skin
surface 108 in the direction indicated by the arrow in FIG. 9A
while maintaining contact between wheel 227 and skin sur-
face 108. Wheel 227 then rotates about axle 228 at a rate
dependent upon the rate of motion of the depilation device
across the skin surface. Each line 234 on wheel 227 is formed
of'aconductive material and connected to lead 236 via contact
237. Brush 232 is mounted on housing 226 and connected to
lead 238. As wheel 227 rotates, brush 232 makes an electrical
contact with line 234 to close the electrical circuit between
lead 236 and lead 238. Leads 236 and 238 may be connected
to appropriate electrical circuitry, as known to those of'skill in
the electrical arts, to permit motion of the depilation device
with respect to the skin surface 108 to be detected.

FIG. 10 illustrates an optical motion sensor 241, which
includes housing 240, light source 242, and light sensor 244.
Optical motion sensor 241 may, for example, function in the
same manner as an optical computer mouse, in which light
sensor 244 is a CMOS or CCD camera, and comparison of
sequentially detected images is used to determine motion. A
variety of other optical motion and position sensing technolo-
gies may be implemented to provide an indication of move-
ment, position, and/or proximity.

FIG. 11 is a flow diagram of an embodiment of a method of
controlling the inventive system to limit the amount of light
delivered to a given skin region. This approach may be used,
for example, to avoid damage or irritation to the skin. At step
252, the device is positioned near the skin surface. At step
254, the device is moved across the skin surface. At step 256,
a determination is made as to whether the device is within a
specified distance range of the skin surface. If not, process
control returns to step 252, and the step of positioning the
device near the skin surface is repeated, following which
movement of the device across the skin surface may be con-
tinued at step 254. The device position is adjusted until it is
determined at step 256 that the device is within the specified
distance range of the skin surface. Process control then moves
to step 258, where a light source is activated to produce a
highly convergent beam with a narrow, spatially limited beam
waist. Rate of movement of the device across the skin surface
is detected at step 260, and the dwell time of the device over
the current skin region is calculated at step 262. If it is deter-
mined at step 264 that the calculated dwell time is less than
the maximum permitted dwell time, process control returns to
step 258, and generation of a convergent beam with a narrow
spatially limited beam waist is continued. Detection of rate of
movement across the skin surface at step 260 and calculation
of'the dwell time over the skin region at step 262 are repeated
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until it is found, at step 264, that the maximum permitted
dwell time has been reached or surpassed. The light source is
then deactivated at step 266. If a user instruction to quit has
been received, as determined at step 268, the process ends. If
no quit instruction has been received, process control returns
to step 252, the device position is adjusted, and the process
continues as described previously, until a user instruction to
quit is received.

FIG. 12 illustrates a further embodiment of a depilation
device 100. As described previously, device 100 includes a
light source 116 and a high numerical aperture lens 118 that
modifies light from light source 116 to form a beam that
converges to form a narrow beam waist. Device 100 further
includes proximity sensor 112 and image detector 280, both
of which provide signals to control circuitry 114.

Image detector 280 may be, for example, a CMOS or CCD
image sensor. Control circuitry 114 generates a driver control
signal 283 that is input to light source driver 284, which in
turn generates light source drive signal 285. Image detector
280 detects an image of the skin surface, and image analyzer
282 processes the detected image signal to generate informa-
tion which is utilized by control circuitry 114. Image analyzer
282 may, for example, be configured to identify the presence
of one or more hairs on the skin surface, so that light may be
targeted to the hairs. Alternatively, image analyzer 282 may
be configured to detect other characteristics of the skin which
may beused to generate feedback control signals, such as skin
color, which may indicate skin irritation (e.g., if redness is
detected). Proximity sensor 112 may be any of a number of
different types of proximity sensors, including but not limited
to the exemplary proximity sensors illustrated in FIGS.
7A-7C. When active surface 106 of depilation device 100 is
positioned at a distance d, from skin surface 108, beam waist
120 is located at a distance d, from skin surface 108. At this
distance, a hair 110 located in the beam may be severed at
beam waist 120, providing the light fluence is sufficiently
high at the beam waist to melt, vaporize, or otherwise cause
sufficient mechanical damage or weakening of the hair shaft.
The beam diverges between the beam waist and the skin
surface so that the light fluence at the skin surface does not
cause damage or irritation to the skin.

Movement of the beam in the X-Y plane through the use of
adjustable optical elements, as described previously, and also
movement of the beam waist in the Z direction (height or
distance above the skin surface) may be used to adjust the
beam position with respect to a detected hair shaft, and thus to
to control the location on the hair shaft on which the beam
operates. The beam may cause cutting or mechanical damage
to the hair shaft, or may have some other effect (bleaching,
coloring, etc.). In some embodiments the effect of the beam
may be varied along the length of the hair shaft, e.g. to
produce bleaching in a desired pattern or to cause controlled
texturing, shaping, coloring, or other effects in a pattern that
varies along the length of the hair shaft.

According to one embodiment, a depilation device may
include a housing having an active surface, at least one laser
source housed within the housing, at least one lens configured
to modify light from the laser source, a proximity sensor
mounted in the housing, and a laser driver. The lens is con-
figured to modify light from the laser source to produce a
beam having a short narrow beam waist of limited spatial
extent. The beam exits the active surface such that the beam
waist occurs at a first specified distance range from the active
surface. The proximity sensor is configured for detecting
when the active surface of the housing is within a second
distance range from the skin surface, and the laser driver is
configured to activate the laser source when the proximity
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senor indicates that the active surface is within the second
specified distance range. The device may include a micropro-
cessor configured to process at least one sensor signal from
the proximity sensor, and to generate a laser drive signal. The
first specified distance range may be located just above the
skin surface when the active surface is within the second
specified distance range. The laser source may include a laser
array. The device may include at least one motion sensor
capable of detecting motion of the active surface of the device
across the skin surface. The motion sensor may include at
least one of an optical sensor, an electromechanical sensor, or
a mechanical sensor. The laser driver may be configured to
activate the laser source when the proximity sensor indicates
that the active surface is within a specified range of the skin
surface.

FIG. 13 depicts a further embodiment of depilation device
100, which includes light source 116, high numerical aperture
lens 118, light source driver 284, image detector 280, image
analyzer 282, and control circuitry 114, which function sub-
stantially as described in connection with FIG. 12. The
embodiment of FIG. 13 further includes secondary light
source 170 and photodetector 176, which together function as
a proximity sensor, as depicted in FIG. 6. A proximity sense
signal 290 from photodetector 176 is sent to control circuitry
114, which generates driver control signal 283 for controlling
light source driver 284, and secondary control signal 291 for
controlling secondary light source 170.

FIG. 14 is a flow diagram depicting a control process for
use with certain embodiments, e.g., as exemplified in FIGS.
11 and 12, including detecting the presence of a hair shaft
prior to activating a laser source. At step 302, a hair removal
device is positioned adjacent the skin surface. At step 304, the
distance of the active surface of the hair removal device from
the skin surface is detected. If the distance of the hair removal
device from the skin surface is within a predetermined range,
as determined at step 306, and a hair shaft is present, as
determined at step 308, at step 310 the laser source is acti-
vated to generate a convergent beam with a narrow beam
waist positioned just above the skin surface at the base of the
hair shaft. If one or both of the conditions tested at steps 306
and 308 are not met, then process control returns to step 302,
and the position of hair removal device 203 may be adjusted
further. The process of FIG. 14 may be a part of a larger
process, and may be repeated multiple times as the hair
removal device is moved to different regions of the skin
surface. In some embodiments the depilation method may
include positioning the beam waist of a highly convergent
beam of light on a hair shaft and maintaining the beam waist
on the hair shaft for a duration sufficient to cause mechanical
failure of the hair shaft. The light of the beam may be com-
prised of or include a waveband that is absorbed significantly
by the hair being processed. The method may include detect-
ing a hair shaft prior to positioning the beam waist on the hair
shaft. Positioning the beam waist on the hair shaft may
include moving the beam over a skin surface with the beam
waist positioned at a desired height relative to the skin sur-
face, with the rate of movement of the beam over the skin
surface being such that the beam waist is maintained on a
given hair shaft for a duration sufficient to cause mechanical
failure of the hair shaft. In general, it is preferred that the
duration for which the beam waist is maintained at any given
location on the skin is insufficient to cause damage or irrita-
tion to the skin surface.

In some embodiments, the light source may comprise a
single laser. In other embodiments, the light source may com-
prise a laser array, which may be formed of a plurality of laser
diodes or laser sources. FIG. 15A illustrates an embodiment
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of'a handheld depilation device 320 in which a laser bar 322
is used as a light source. Laser bar 322 may be a linear array
of laser diodes manufactured as a monolithic semiconductor,
according to methods as known by those with skill in the
relevant art. Methods of manufacturing laser diode arrays are
exemplified by U.S. Pat. Nos. 6,757,309, 6,816,528, 6,829,
265, and 6,834,070, all of which are incorporated herein by
reference in their entirety. The device may further comprise a
plurality of lenses, which may be in the form of a lenslet array.
In certain embodiments, one lens may correspond to each
laser diode of a plurality of laser diodes. In some embodi-
ments, the optical system may include one or more lenses
adjustable in their focal spot-position(s) relative to the imme-
diately-underlying skin-surface or the device housing, or in
other operationally-pertinent parameters. Lens bar 324 may
be a lenslet array formed by microfabrication techniques as
known to those with skill in the art. See, e.g., U.S. Pat. No.
6,757,106, which is incorporated herein by reference in its
entirety. Laser bar 322 and lens bar 324 are mounted in
housing 334. Also mounted in or on housing 334 are laser
drive circuitry 328, controller 326, and power supply 330, as
well as optional means for adjusting lens focal-spot
position(s). Controller 326 provides a control signal to laser
drive circuitry 328, which drives laser bar 322. Power supply
330 may provide power to any or all of laser bar 322, lens bar
324, controller 326 and laser drive circuitry 328. FIG. 15B
illustrates the interconnection of components of the device of
FIG. 15A. As shown in FIG. 15B, power from power supply
330 may be routed to various system components via power
bus 332. FIG. 15B also illustrates the use of spacers 336 and
338 on housing 334, which control, actively or passively or
via a combination thereof, how close the active surface 106 of
depilation device 320 can be relative to skin surface 108.

In some embodiments, spacers (or stops) 336 and 338 may
beused to control the distance between active surface 106 and
skin surface 108. In some such embodiments, device control
need not depend upon detection or determination of distance
or proximity of the device to the skin surface can be omitted.
The user may simply place the device against the skin surface
and activate a switch to cause the device to produce light. In
some embodiments, spacers may include one or more
switches that are activated when the device is pressed against
a skin surface.

As shown in FIGS. 15A and 15B, a system may be pro-
vided for treating a skin region containing one or more hairs
that includes a laser array including a plurality of lasers in
array, a lens array including a plurality of lenses correspond-
ing to the plurality of lasers, and a detector array including a
plurality of photodetectors. The photodetectors are mounted
relative to the laser array so that the plurality of photo detec-
tors are able to detect light from the skin region responsive to
generation of light by at least a subset of the plurality of lasers
when the laser array is brought within a desired distance range
for the skin surface. Each of the lenses is positioned with
respect to a corresponding laser of the plurality of lasers to
modify the profile of the beam generated by the correspond-
ing laser to form a highly convergent beam having a short
beam waist. The plurality of lasers may include a plurality of
laser diodes or other types of emitters of adequately-focus-
able radiation of frequency in-or-about the optical portion of
the electromagnetic spectrum. The lens array and the laser
array may be substantially linear arrays. Although in many
embodiments it may be preferable to use a linear array of
lenses with a linear array of lasers, one or both of the laser
array and the lens array may have a nonlinear organization.
For example, array elements could be arranged in a rectan-
gular array configuration, or in some other configuration. In
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certain embodiments, it may not be necessary that the number
of lenses be identical to the number of lasers. Similarly, it is
not necessary that the number of detectors be matched to the
number of lasers or lenses. The laser array, lens array, and
detector array may be positioned relative to each other such
that light is detected from the skin region in response to light
generation by the subset of the plurality of lasers when the
beam waist is positioned just adjacent to the skin surface.

The system illustrated in FIGS. 15A and 15B may include
controller 326 configured to receive as input at least one
signal indicative of detection of light by the detector array and
to generate as output a control signal for driving the laser bar
322. Controller 326 may include at least one of analog cir-
cuitry, digital circuitry, and a microprocessor. The detector
array may also include a detector bus configured to carry
signals from the detector array to the controller. The system
may include a drive circuit adapted to receive one or more
control signals from the controller and generate one or more
drive signals, which are used for driving the plurality of lasers
and/or lens adjusters. Lens bar 324 may include a plurality of
adjustable lenses in which case controller 326 may be con-
figured to generate a lens control signal for controlling adjust-
ment of the adjustable lenses, and lens bar 324 is configured
to receive the lens control signal from the controller. The
system may include a secondary illumination source mounted
in the mounting member and oriented to provide illumination
to substantially the same area as the laser array. The mounting
member may form a part of a hand-held device. The system
may also include a power source, which may be a battery or
various other power sources known to those of skill in the
relevant arts.

FIG. 16 depicts another embodiment of a depilation device
370. The embodiment of FIG. 16 includes housing 350. A
mounting member 372, which is positioned in fixed relation-
ship to housing 350, supports laser bar 322, secondary light
source 360, and detector bar 362. Secondary light source 360
and detector bar 362 may function to detect one or both of
position or motion of the depilation device 370 (and particu-
larly active surface 106) with respect to skin surface 108. Also
carried within housing 350 are laser drive circuit 328, con-
troller 326, and power supply 330. Housing 350 includes
projecting portions 352 and 354, which function to limit how
close active surface 106 of depilation device 370 can come to
skin surface 108, as well as to maintain a mean skin-to-device
separation-distance, and which may be positioned on the
edges of the device, at one or more device-interior points (not
shown), or both.

FIG. 17 depicts the external features of the depilation
device of FIG. 16. Depilation device 370 may include a
recessed finger grip 364 in housing 350 to facilitate operation
as a hand-held device. Device components visible at active
surface 106 include detector bar 362, secondary light source
360, and lens bar 324 (which modifies light from laser bar
322, which is not visible in FIG. 16). According to another
embodiment, the hair removal method may include manually
positioning a hand-held device containing a laser source adja-
cent to the skin surface, detecting a distance of the laser
source from the skin surface, and if the determined distance is
within a specified range, activating the laser source to gener-
ate a highly convergent beam of light of a wavelength band
absorbed by hair and having a narrow, spatially limited beam
waist located at a selected distance above the skin surface.

FIG. 18 is a flow diagram depicting a depilation process
that includes controlling device operation based upon
detected skin condition. At step 402, proximity of the device
to the skin surface is detected. If the device is within a speci-
fied range of the skin surface, as determined at step 404, a
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highly convergent beam of light with a narrow, spatially lim-
ited beam waist is generated at step 406. If the device is not
within the specified range of the skin surface, control returns
to step 402, and proximity of the device to the skin surface is
monitored until the device is within the specified range of the
skin surface. A condition of the skin is detected at step 408. If
skin irritation is detected, as determined at step 410, exposure
of'the skin to the laser source is discontinued at step 412. If no
skin irritation is detected at step 410, program control is
returned to step 402, and the process as described above is
repeated until the device user chooses to discontinue the
process.

The method may include discontinuing exposure of the
skin region to the beam prior to injury of the skin region by the
beam. According to one exemplary method, exposure of the
skin region to the beam may be discontinued by moving the
hand-held device along the skin surface until it reaches an
adjacent skin region. Movement of the device across a skin
surface may be continuous or intermittent. Exposure of the
skin to the beam may also be discontinued simply by deacti-
vating the laser source, or by blocking the delivery of light
from the laser source, for example, through the use of a
shuttering or other type of beam-interdiction mechanism.

FIG. 19 is a block diagram depicting a further alternative
embodiment of a depilation device 500, including two light
sources producing beams with beam waists at different posi-
tions with respect to the skin surface. The embodiment of
FIG. 19 includes a first light source 502 and second light
source 504. First light source driver 506 drives first light
source 502 to produce a light beam which is modified by first
lens 508 to form a beam which converges to form first beam
waist 510. First lens 508 is configured so that when active
surface 106 of depilation device 500 is within a distance d, of
skin surface 108, first beam waist 510 will be positioned at a
distance d, from skin surface 108. Second light source driver
516 drives second light source 504 to produce a light beam
which is modified by second lens 518 to form a beam which
converges to form second beam waist 520. Second lens 518 is
configured so that when active surface 106 of depilation
device 500 is within a distance d, of skin surface 108, second
beam waist 520 will be positioned at a distance d; from skin
surface 108. In the present example, infrared (IR) source 530
and IR detector 532 are used to detect distance of active
surface 106 from skin surface 108. Proximity sense signal
540 is sent to control circuitry 114. Control circuitry 114
produces control signals which are sent to first light source
driver 506, second light source driver 516, and IR source 530.
In a related embodiment, the two light sources may be two
laser arrays. The first laser array and second laser ray may be
operable at different optical wavelength bands. Each laser
array may have associated therewith a corresponding lens
array. The first lens array may be configurable to focus beams
produced by the first plurality of lasers at a first distance from
the skin region, and the second lens array may be configurable
to focus beams produced by the second plurality of lasers at a
second distance from the skin region.

FIG. 20 depicts a further exemplary embodiment of a
depilation device 600. Depilation device 600 includes a
mounting 602 which includes a plurality of mounting regions
604a, 6045, 604c, 604d, 604e, 604/, 604g, 6042, 604i, and
604;. Light sources 606a-606/, are movably located within
mounting regions 604a-604;, respectively. The plurality of
mounting regions may be of defined width and arranged in a
linear array. Each light source may be of a type that emits light
having a waveband absorbed by hair. Each light source 606a-
6067 may have a lens 610a-610j, respectively, or other optical
system or structure, associated therewith to produce a desired
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beam configuration. Each light source 606a-606/ is movable
within its corresponding mounting region 604a-604/, with
the use of positioner 608a-608;. The device may include a
plurality of positioners, each corresponding to one light
source and configured to adjust the position of the light source
within its corresponding mounting region to direct light from
the light source onto a targeted hair shaft. The device may also
include one or more optical detectors (not depicted in FIG. 20,
but generally as described and illustrated in connection with
previous embodiments), configured to detect the presence
and location of one or more hair shafts on the skin surface
when the depilation device is positioned adjacent the skin
surface. When depilation device 600 is positioned over a skin
surface 108, each mounting region 604a-604; is positioned
over a corresponding skin region 624a-624;. If ahair (e.g. hair
6205) is detected within a skin region (e.g. 6245), the position
of the corresponding light source (e.g. 6065) and its associ-
ated lens (e.g. 6105) is adjusted so that light from light source
60654 is directed toward hair 6205. Each skin region corre-
sponds to one of the plurality of mounting regions. By posi-
tioning and activating light sources within multiple mounting
regions simultaneously, it is possible to remove hairs from
multiple skin regions simultaneously. By moving depilation
device 600 across the skin surface 108 in a direction perpen-
dicular to the row of mounting regions, it is possible to depil-
ate a swath of skin that is as wide as the array of mounting
regions. The length of the swath will depend on how long, and
at what speed, the depilation device 600 is moved over the
skin surface. Although in FIG. 20 the plurality of mounting
regions is arranged in a substantially linear array, in other
embodiments, other arrangements of mounting regions may
be used, including two-dimensional arrays and non-linear
arrays. Moreover, optical components, such as lenses, scan-
ners, diffractive elements having reflective, refractive or dif-
fractive charcteristics, or other components may direct light
from one or more of the light sources (e.g., 6065) to spatially
distinct locations. The device of FIG. 20 may include a con-
troller configured to drive each positioner in response to
detection of one or more hair shafts by one or more optical
detectors, and to drive each light source to generate light with
an intensity and duration sufficient to produce mechanical
failure of each targeted hair shaft. Light sources used in this
embodiment may be light-emitting diodes, laser diodes,
lasers, or other light sources. Light from each light source is
focused by the corresponding lens to form a beam of light that
converges to a short narrow beam waist and subsequently
diverges. Each light source may be positioned by the posi-
tioner to locate the beam waist on a targeted hair shaft at a
sufficient distance above the skin so surface that mechanical
failure (or other effect of treatment) of the hair shaft occurs at
the beam waist without the production of damage or irritation
at the skin surface.

In another alternative embodiment, instead of generating a
convergent beam having a short, narrow beam waist, a depila-
tion device may produce multiple beams of light that overlap
to produce a high fluence overlap region having fluence suf-
ficient to sever or produce mechanical damage to or failure of
a hair shaft. In the example shown in FIG. 21, three light
sources 700, 702, and 704 mounted in depilation device 705
are used. Beams 706, 708, and 710 from light sources 700,
702 and 704, respectively, overlap to form overlap region 712.
The light sources are aimed so that light from the light sources
overlaps spatially at an overlap region located at a desired
distance above the skin surface. The light fluence at the over-
lap region may be controlled such that it is sufficient to cause
mechanical failure of a hair within the overlap region, while
light from the light sources striking the skin surface (e.g. at
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regions 714, 716, and 718) is sufficiently nonoverlapping that
the light fluence at the skin surface is below the threshold for
causing tissue damage or irritation. Light fluence at the over-
lap region may be sufficient to cause absorption of between
about 50 and about 200 joules per gram by hair at the overlap
region. In some embodiments, light fluence at the overlap
region may be sufficient to cause absorption of between about
50 and about 100 joules per gram by hair at the overlap region.
As depictedin FIG. 21, it is not necessary that the beams (e.g.,
706, 708, and 710) be focused to form a converging beam if
overlap of multiple beams is used to produce a sufficiently
high light fluence at the overlap region. Individual beams may
diverge, providing the fluence at the overlap region is suffi-
ciently high to cause mechanical weakening or failure of the
hair, while the fluence at the skin surface is low enough to
avoid causing damage or irritation to the skin. However, in
some embodiments it may be desirable to utilize individual
light beams that are focused to form a beam waist, with the
beams oriented so that the overlap occurs substantially at the
beam waist(s) of one or more individual beams. Various num-
bers and configurations of light sources may be used to pro-
duce an overlap region. The system of FIG. 21 is merely
exemplary, and overlap of any number of beams, from two or
more, may be used in various embodiments. Surface and
target sensing, signal analysis, device powering, and control
of light sources may operate generally as described previ-
ously in connection with other embodiments.

In the broadest terms, a set of multiple light sources, which
converge to an overlap region, as depicted in FIG. 21, or a
single light source used in combination with suitable optics to
generate a convergent beam with a narrow beam waist, can
both be considered sources of convergent light with a
restricted high fluence region. Appropriately configured,
these different light source configurations may be substan-
tially functionally equivalent for certain applications.

With regard to the hardware and/or software used in the
control of depilation systems according to the present image,
and particularly to the sensing, analysis, and control aspects
of such systems, those having skill in the art will recognize
that the state of the art has progressed to the point where there
is little distinction left between hardware and software imple-
mentations of aspects of systems; the use of hardware or
software is generally (but not always, in that in certain con-
texts the choice between hardware and software can become
significant) a design choice representing cost vs. efficiency or
implementation convenience tradeoffs. Those having skill in
the art will appreciate that there are various vehicles by which
processes and/or systems described herein can be effected
(e.g., hardware, software, and/or firmware), and that the pre-
ferred vehicle will vary with the context in which the pro-
cesses are deployed. For example, if an implementer deter-
mines that speed and accuracy are paramount, the
implementer may opt for a hardware and/or firmware vehicle;
alternatively, if flexibility is paramount, the implementer may
opt for a solely software implementation; or, yet again alter-
natively, the implementer may opt for some combination of
hardware, software, and/or firmware. Hence, there are several
possible vehicles by which the processes described herein
may be effected, none of which is inherently superior to the
other in that any vehicle to be utilized is a choice dependent
upon the context in which the vehicle will be deployed and the
specific concerns (e.g., speed, flexibility, or predictability) of
the implementer, any of which may vary. Those skilled in the
art will recognize that optical aspects of implementations will
require optically-oriented hardware, software, and or firm-
ware.
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The foregoing detailed description has set forth various
embodiments of the devices and/or processes via the use of
block diagrams, flowcharts, and/or examples. Insofar as such
block diagrams, flowcharts, and/or examples contain one or
more functions and/or operations, it will be implicitly under-
stood by those with skill in the art that each function and/or
operation within such block diagrams, flowcharts, or
examples can be implemented, individually and/or collec-
tively, by a wide range of hardware, software, firmware, or
virtually any combination thereof. In one embodiment, sev-
eral portions of the subject matter subject matter described
herein may be implemented via Application Specific Inte-
grated Circuits (ASICs), Field Programmable Gate Arrays
(FPGAs), digital signal processors (DSPs), or other inte-
grated formats. However, those skilled in the art will recog-
nize that some aspects of the embodiments disclosed herein,
in whole or in part, can be equivalently implemented in stan-
dard integrated circuits, as one or more computer programs
running on one or more computers (e.g., as one or more
programs running on one or more computer systems), as one
Or more programs running on one or more processors (e.g., as
one or more programs running on one or more Microproces-
sors), as firmware, or as virtually any combination thereof,
and that designing the circuitry and/or writing the code for the
software and/or firmware would be well within the capabili-
ties of one of skill in the art in light of this disclosure. In
addition, those skilled in the art will appreciate that certain
mechanisms of the subject matter described herein are
capable of being distributed as a program product in a variety
of forms, and that an illustrative embodiment of the subject
matter described herein applies equally regardless of the par-
ticular type of signal bearing media used to actually carry out
the distribution. Examples of a signal bearing media include,
but are not limited to, the following: recordable type media
such as floppy disks, hard disk drives, CD ROMs, digital tape,
and computer memory; and transmission type media such as
digital and analog communication links using TDM or IP
based communication links (e.g., links carrying packetized
data).

In a general sense, those skilled in the art will recognize
that the various aspects described herein which can be imple-
mented, individually and/or collectively, by a wide range of
hardware, software, firmware, or any combination thereof
can be viewed as being composed of various types of “elec-
trical circuitry.” Consequently, as used herein “electrical cir-
cuitry” includes, but is not limited to, electrical circuitry
having at least one discrete electrical circuit, electrical cir-
cuitry having at least one integrated circuit, electrical cir-
cuitry having at least one application specific integrated cir-
cuit, electrical circuitry forming a general purpose computing
device configured by a computer program (e.g., a general
purpose computer configured by a computer program which
at least partially carries out processes and/or devices
described herein, or a microprocessor configured by a com-
puter program which at least partially carries out processes
and/or devices described herein), electrical circuitry forming
a memory device (e.g., forms of random access memory),
and/or electrical circuitry forming a communications device
(e.g., amodem, communications switch, or optical-electrical
equipment).

Those skilled in the art will recognize that it is common
within the art to describe devices for detection or sensing,
signal processing, and device control in the fashion set forth
herein, and thereafter use standard engineering practices to
integrate such described devices and/or processes into depila-
tion systems as exemplified herein. That is, at least a portion
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of'the devices and/or processes described herein can be inte-
grated into a depilation system via a reasonable amount of
experimentation.

Those having skill in the art will recognize that systems as
described herein may include one or more of a memory such
as volatile and non-volatile memory, processors such as
microprocessors and digital signal processors, computa-
tional-supporting or associated entities such as operating sys-
tems, user interfaces, drivers, sensors, actuators, applications
programs, one or more interaction devices, such as data ports,
control systems including feedback loops and control imple-
menting actuators (e.g., devices for sensing position and/or
velocity and/or acceleration or time-rate-of-change thereof,
control motors for moving and/or adjusting components). A
depilation system may be implemented utilizing any suitable
available components, such as those typically found in appro-
priate computing/communication systems, combined with
standard engineering practices.

The foregoing-described aspects depict different compo-
nents contained within, or connected with, different other
components. It is to be understood that such depicted archi-
tectures are merely exemplary, and that in fact many other
architectures can be implemented which achieve the same
functionality. In a conceptual sense, any arrangement of com-
ponents to achieve the same functionality is effectively “asso-
ciated” such that the desired functionality is achieved. Hence,
any two components herein combined to achieve a particular
functionality can be seen as “associated with” each other such
that the desired functionality is achieved, irrespective of
architectures or intermediate components. Likewise, any two
components so associated can also be viewed as being “oper-
ably connected”, or “operably coupled”, to each other to
achieve the desired functionality.

While particular aspects of the present subject matter
described herein have been shown and described, it will be
obvious to those skilled in the art that, based upon the teach-
ings herein, changes and modifications may be made without
departing from this subject matter described herein and its
broader aspects and, therefore, the appended claims are to
encompass within their scope all such changes and modifica-
tions as are within the true spirit and scope of this subject
matter described herein. Furthermore, it is to be understood
that the invention is defined by the appended claims. It will be
understood by those within the art that, in general, terms used
herein, and especially in the appended claims (e.g., bodies of
the appended claims) are generally intended as “open” terms
(e.g., theterm “including” should be interpreted as “including
but not limited to,” the term “having” should be interpreted as
“having at least,” the term “includes” should be interpreted as
“includes but is not limited to,” etc.). It will be further under-
stood by those within the art that if a specific number of an
introduced claim recitation is intended, such an intent will be
explicitly recited in the claim, and in the absence of such
recitation no such intent is present. For example, as an aid to
understanding, the following appended claims may contain
usage of the introductory phrases “at least one” and “one or
more” to introduce claim recitations. However, the use of
such phrases should NOT be construed to imply that the
introduction of a claim recitation by the indefinite articles “a”
or “an” limits any particular claim containing such introduced
claim recitation to inventions containing only one such reci-
tation, even when the same claim includes the introductory
phrases “one or more” or “at least one” and indefinite articles
such as “a” or “an” (e.g., “a” and/or “an” should typically be
interpreted to mean “at least one” and/or “one or more”); the
same holds true for the use of definite articles used to intro-
duce claim recitations. In addition, even if a specific number
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of an introduced claim recitation is explicitly recited, those
skilled in the art will recognize that such recitation should
typically be interpreted to mean at least the recited number
(e.g., the bare recitation of “two recitations,” without other
modifiers, typically means at least two recitations, or two or
more recitations). Furthermore, in those instances where a
convention analogous to “at least one of A, B, and C, etc.” is
used, in general such a construction is intended in the sense of
one having skill in the art would understand the convention
(e.g., “a system having at least one of A, B, and C” would
include but not be limited to systems that have A alone, B
alone, C alone, A and B together, A and C together, B and C
together, and/or A, B, and C together). In those instances
where a convention analogous to “at least one of A, B, or C,
etc” is used, in general such a construction is intended in the
sense of one having skill in the art would understand the
convention (e.g., “a system having at least one of A, B, or C”
would include but not be limited to systems that have A alone,
B alone, C alone, A and B together, A and C together, B and
C together, and/or A, B, and C together).

Although the methods, devices, systems and approaches
herein have been described with reference to certain preferred
embodiments, other embodiments are possible. As illustrated
by the foregoing examples, various choices of sensor and
light source configuration may be within the scope of the
invention. As has been discussed, the choice of system con-
figuration may depend on the intended application of the
system, the environment in which the system is used, cost,
personal preference or other factors. Depilation system
design, manufacture, and control processes may be modified
to take into account choices of system components and con-
figuration, and such modifications, as known to those of skill
in the arts of electrical, mechanical, and optical system design
and construction, may fall within the scope of the invention.
Therefore, the full spirit or scope of the invention is defined
by the appended claims and is not to be limited to the specific
embodiments described herein.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method of moditfying hair on a skin surface, compris-

ing:

a) providing a hair treatment device including at least one
light source and a controller, said at least one light source
activatable to produce a highly convergent light beam
having a beam waist and an angle of convergence of
between 45 and 55 degrees relative to the axis of the
beam, and said controller configured to control delivery
of light such that when said light source is positioned
within a specified range of distances from said skin
surface, said beam waist will be positioned between 25
um and 300 pm above the skin surface;

b) positioning said hair treatment device including at least
one light source adjacent to the skin surface;

¢) determining a distance of said at least one light source
from the skin surface;

d) if said determined distance is within said specified range
of distances from the skin surface, activating said at least
one light source to generate the highly convergent light
beam with a narrow beam waist positioned between 25
um and 300 pm above the skin surface, for a duration and
with an intensity at the beam waist sufficient to cause
modification of at least one hair shaft growing from the
skin surface and located in the beam at the beam waist
without causing irritation or damage to the skin; and

e) if said determined distance is outside said specified
range of distances from the skin surface, gating produc-
tion or delivery of light from said at least one light source
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such that light is not delivered when said determined
distance is outside said specified range of distances.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein said at least one light
source comprises a laser, a laser diode, or a light-emitting
diode.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein activating said light
source includes receiving an activation command from a user
of said device and activating said at least one light source in
response to said activation command.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein activating said light
source includes activating said at least one light source auto-
matically when said determined distance is within said speci-
fied range.

5. The method of claim 1, including generating a beam in
which the diameter of said beam at the skin surface is between
2 and 10 times the diameter of said beam at said beam waist.

6. The method of claim 1, including generating a beam
having a beam waist positioned between 1 and 3 hair diam-
eters above the skin surface.

7. The method of claim 1, including generating a beam
having a beam waist diameter of between 1 and 3 hair diam-
eters.
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8. The method of claim 1, including generating a beam
having a beam waist diameter of between 17 pm and 600 pm.

9. The method of claim 1, including generating a beam
having a beam waist diameter of between 25 pm and 300 pm.

10. The method of claim 1, including generating a beam
having a beam waist diameter of between 50 pum and 100 pm.

11. The method of claim 1, including detecting the pres-
ence of a hair shaft in the vicinity of the skin surface and
activating said light source to generate said highly convergent
beam with said narrow beam waist located near the base of
said hair shaft.

12. The method of claim 1, including controlling said dura-
tion and intensity to produce bleaching of at least a portion of
said hair shaft.

13. The method of claim 1, including controlling said dura-
tion and intensity to produce mechanical damage to at least a
portion of said hair shaft.

14. The method of claim 1, including controlling said dura-
tion and intensity to produce severing of said hair shaft.

15. The method of claim 1, wherein said beam waist is
moved over the general region of the skin surface containing
the hair shaft but is not specifically targeted to the hair shaft.
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